
English II Pre-AP 

Summer 2020 Reading Guide 

 

Hello Sophomores! 

 

As you prepare for the 2020-2021 school year, here are some options for extended learning opportunities over the 
summer. Just like you continue to practice and fine tune your skills in a sport or on an instrument over the summer, it is 
equally important to continue developing your critical thinking and close reading skills as well. Please remember that this 
enrichment opportunity is optional, but the texts will be referenced during the year (for comparison purposes) as the 
themes and social issues addressed are prevalent throughout our year’s reading selections. 
 
Option 1: Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck 

● Online PDF: Of Mice and Men Full Text PDF  
● NOTE: As a means of accurately reflecting the time period and the characters, 

this novella contains offensive language. 
 

Guiding Questions: 

1. Before you begin reading, do some preliminary research on migrant 
workers during the Great Depression. This will help you get a better 
understanding of our main characters. 
 

2. Reading literature is about learning what it means to be human. 
Characters should stir emotions in us (good or bad).  Which 
character(s) do you empathize with most and why? Which 
character(s) make you the angriest and why? 
 

3. Ultimately, reading literature is about developing empathy and understanding what it means to be human. 
In this novella, there are several deaths in the story. Which death impacted you the most and why? What 
about the situation resonated with you? 
 

4. Many of our texts sophomore year examine marginalized members of society. We observe this across 
time periods as it relates to divisions from class, gender, intellect, and race. How does Steinbeck depict 
issues of marginalization in regards to the following factors: 

a. socioeconomic status 
b. mental disabilities 
c. race 

d. age 
e. gender 

 

5. The title of the novella comes from Robert Burn’s poem “To a Mouse.” The line reads “The best-laid plans 
of mice and men often go awry.” Discuss the significance of this title to the characters in the novel. How 
is it an appropriate title for a novel set during the Great Depression? How does this concept still apply to 
us in the 21st century? 
 

6. What seems to be Steinbeck’s perspective on the American Dream? What details of the text do you think 
best support this argument? What do you think Steinbeck would think about the concept of the American 
Dream today?  If you are unfamiliar with the concept of the American Dream, learn more HERE.  (If you 
read both texts, compare and contrast Steinbeck’s and Hansberry’s perspectives) 
 

7. Many of our discussions this year will also deal with what is called “neo historicist criticism.” This deals 
with examining how our perspective today might be different than the original audience. With that, do you 
agree with George’s decision at the end of the novel? How might our culture of the 21st century skew our 
perspective on the different options available to George and Lennie? 
 

8. Finally, for comparison purposes, you can also watch the 1992 film version of the book. This film is 
available for purchase or rent on Youtube and Amazon Prime Video. 

http://giove.isti.cnr.it/demo/eread/Libri/sad/OfMiceAndMen.pdf
http://giove.isti.cnr.it/demo/eread/Libri/sad/OfMiceAndMen.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/collections/todd-and-sonkin-migrant-workers-from-1940-to-1941/articles-and-essays/the-migrant-experience/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/todd-and-sonkin-migrant-workers-from-1940-to-1941/articles-and-essays/the-migrant-experience/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/14/learning/what-students-are-saying-about-the-american-dream-mindfulness-in-schools-and-how-to-define-family.html


Option 2: A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine Hansberry 

● Online PDF: Full text  A Raisin in the Sun PDF 
 

1. The title of the play references the poem “Harlem” by Langston Hughes. Read 
the poem before you begin the play. What kind of tone does the poem set for the 
play? What thematic concepts do you think will be important? Langston Hughes’ 
poem “Mother to Son” also resonates with the message of the play. 
 

2. There are several key conflicts that occur within the play. Examine these pairs 
and consider what we as the audience are meant to learn from these conflicts. 
How do these conflicts contribute to the relatability of the characters? 

 • Walter and Mama 
 • Walter and Beneatha 
 • The Younger family and society 

 

3. Many of our texts sophomore year examine marginalized members of society. 
We observe this across time periods as it relates to divisions from class, gender, 
intellect, and race. How does Hansberry depict issues of marginalization in 
regards to the following factors: 

a. socioeconomic status 
b. race 
c. gender 

 

4. A Raisin in the Sun is about racial intolerance in Chicago in the late 1950s. From a literary standpoint, what 
techniques does Hansberry employ to convey her message. What plot elements and details do you think 
Hansberry would incorporate today if she were to address similar issues in 21st century America. 
 

5. What seems to be Hansberry’s perspective on the American Dream? What details of the text do you think best 
support this argument? What do you think Hansberry would think about the concept of the American Dream 
today?  If you are unfamiliar with the concept of the American Dream, learn more HERE. (If you read both texts, 
compare and contrast Steinbeck’s and Hansberry’s perspectives) 
 

6. Many of our discussions this year will also deal with what is called “neo historicist criticism.” This deals with 
examining how our perspective today might be different than the original audience. With that, how do you think 
our 21st century perspective might skew our understanding of the social, racial, generational, cultural, financial 
struggles faced by the characters? In contrast to that, what about this play makes it have lasting relevancy 
outside of the 1950s? What similarities can we continue to observe between our world and that of A Raisin in the 
Sun? 
 

7. Ultimately, reading literature is about developing empathy and understanding what it means to be human. In A 
Raisin in the Sun we as the audience need to recognize the emotional power of this play. Identify a scene of the 
play that was particularly forceful or moving. What is it about that scene that resonates with you and makes it an 
emotionally gripping scene? 
 

8. Finally, for comparison purposes watch the most recent film adaptation of the play from 2008.  There is also a 
1961 film version available for rent or purchase. 

 

Additional Enrichment Opportunities: 

Many of you probably already have copies of Isaac’s Storm by Erik Larsen and A 
Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens. Reading these novels will help expose you 
to the more complex writing styles found not only in your sophomore year, but in 
your junior and senior year as well.  
 
You can also check out these best seller lists to find new novels that might be of 
interest to you.   

● New York Times Best Seller List 2020  
● Amazon Best Seller List 2019  

https://khdzamlit.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/2/6/11261956/a_raisin_in_the_sun_-_lorraine_hansberry.pdf
https://khdzamlit.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/2/6/11261956/a_raisin_in_the_sun_-_lorraine_hansberry.pdf
https://khdzamlit.weebly.com/uploads/1/1/2/6/11261956/a_raisin_in_the_sun_-_lorraine_hansberry.pdf
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46548/harlem
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47559/mother-to-son
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/47559/mother-to-son
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/14/learning/what-students-are-saying-about-the-american-dream-mindfulness-in-schools-and-how-to-define-family.html
https://youtu.be/GKj7wcuY6X8
https://www.nytimes.com/books/best-sellers/
https://www.nytimes.com/books/best-sellers/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/bestsellers/2019/books


● Penguin Young Adult/Teen Best Sellers:  

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/best-sellers-teen-young-adult

